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ÅEnsure equal opportunity for everyone 

to participate and succeed regardless of 

race, ethnicity, or gender.

ÅTake affirmative steps to detect and 

correct disproportionate census, 

inequitable services, and disparate 

outcomes involving those who have 

historically faced discrimination.

ÅCourts are responsive to the cultural 

differences within their population.
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WHY ESTABLISH A NATIVE AMERICAN 

TREATMENT COURT DOCKET?



ÅNative American Racial Disparities Exist

ð6.6% of Montana population

ð20% of Montana State Prison 

population

ð34% of Montana Womenõs Prison 

population

ð81% of Native Americans were 

incarcerated on a technical or 

compliance probation violation, 

compared to 5% of Caucasians
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WHY ESTABLISH A NATIVE AMERICAN 

TREATMENT COURT DOCKET?



ÅNational data is lacking

ÅIn Montana, Native American treatment court 
successful completion rates are 32.2% less than 
other participants

ÅWhy?

ðLack of cultural awareness

ðLack of treatment options

ðSocial and geographic isolation

ðLack of transportation

ðLack of housing

ðLack of employment

ðLack of care

ðInaccessible health care
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WHY DO NATIVE AMERICANS STRUGGLE 

IN TREATMENT COURTS?



ÅAdhere to NADCP Ten Key Components 

of Treatment Courts and Best Practice 

Standards

ÅInvolve Native American Participants in 

Creating the Program

ÅPartner with Indian Family Health Clinic

ÅEngage Community Treatment Providers 

in Establishing Native American Treatment 

Options and Support Groups

ÅIntegrate Native American Culture and 

Traditions
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KEY COMPONENTS OF A NATIVE 

AMERICAN TREATMENT COURT DOCKET



ÅFocus Group of Native American Participants and 
Community Members

ÅPhase Names

ÅGraduation Certificates

ÅProsocial Activities

ÅCultural Treatment Activities

ÅGraduation Ceremony

ÅMonitor Feedback

ðCultural Speakers

ðPrepare Traditional Meals

ðPlan Pow Wow

ðHistorical Education

ðTribal Differences

ðTraditional Outings
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NATIVE AMERICAN PARTICIPANT 

INVOLVEMENT IN PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
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Awakening

Humility

Empathy

Strength

PHASE ADVANCMENT
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GRADUATION
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