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A Ensure equal opportunity for everyone
to participate and succeed regardless of
race, ethnicity, or gender.

A Take affirmative steps to detect and
correct disproportionate census,
Inequitable services, and disparate
outcomes involving those who have
historically faced discrimination.

A Courts are responsive to the cultural
differences within their population.
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Native American Racial Disparities EXxist

06.6% of Montana population
020% of Montana State Prison
population

034% of
population

Mont ana

081% of Native Americans were
Incarcerated on a technical or
compliance probation violation,
compared to 5% of Caucasians
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Native Americans are over-represented
in Montana’s prisons. What can be done?

PHOEBE TOLLEFSON
ptollefson@billingsgazette.com

BILLINGS — American
Indians are overrepresented
in Montana's corrcctional
system, and lawmakers hope
todo something about it.

Members of the State-
Tribal Relations Committee
toured the Montana Wom-
en's Prison and participated
inan offender re-entry sim-
ulation Tuesday. The law-
makers also heard from state
officials aboul challenges
American Indian offenders
face while serving proba-
tion or parole. The interim
commitfee is tasked with
improving access to tribal
resources for tribal offenders
O community supervision.

While American Indians
make up a little more than 6
pereent of the state popula-
tion, and they account for 21
percent of the state’s inmates
and 27 percent of the state’s
arrests for failures to appear
in court or for probation or
parole violations.

One reason for this dis-
crepancy is lifestyle differ-
ences, said state Sen. Jason
Small, R-Busby.

Small said many of his
constituents don’t have a
landline in their home, and
some areas in his district be-
gan getting cell service only
in the past year or two.

“Lots of people are sort
of detached from the out-
side world,” Small said. So
requirements like regular
communication with pro-
bation and parole officers
can be tough to comply with.

And  because  Small’s
district, which covers the
Northern Cheyenne Reser-
vation and part of the Crow
Reservation, is so rural, it’s
not feasible for people fo
walk or bike to meetings.

Victims of crime

It's not just that Montana's Native population is com-
mitting crimes, failing to appear in court and violating
probation and parole at a higher rate than other groups.
They're also too often the victims of crimes, lawmakers

are learning.

Of the 92 Montana children entered on the National
Crime Information Center’s missing persons list, 36 — or
39 percent — are Native American.

In the past two years, one-fifth of tribal law enforcement
agencies across the country reported they'd investigated
human trafficking cases. according to a Government Ac-
countability Office study. The study was done because hu-
man trafficking involves vulnerable populations. and Native
Americans are considered a vulnerable population due to
high rates of poverty and abuse, the study said.

Sometimes probation and
parole officers travel to the
offenders instead.

Poverty comes into play,
too. Small said he’s heard of
people committing crimesin
order to get put in jail, “just
to have someplace to winter
out,;"he said.

Rep. Rae Peppers, D-Lame
Deer, said most of her con-
stituents areunable to afford
their own attorneys and in-
stead rely on the public de-
fender system. That puts
them at a disadvantage,
she believes, because pub-
lic defenders manage high
caseloads and can’t devote
the same amount of lime Lo
cach case that private attor-
neys car.

Living off the
reservation

Native American offend-
crs risk cultural alicnation if
they serve their supervision
off of their home reservation.

The sweat lodges and
smudging ceremonies that
inmates at various Montana
prisons can attend are often
hard to find upon release, if
the person serves their su-

pervision away from home.

And  officials  speaking
Tuesday said that’s not un-
COMMOIL.

“Some have stated that
there is nothing for them by
going back to the reserva-
tion;” said ITarlan Trombley,
American Indian laison at
the Department of Corree-
tions. “T've heard some say
that if they go back (home),
they may end up going back
to prison due to the drug
and aleohol use that goes on
there”

Roughly 65 percent of
American Indians or Alas-
kan Natives have abused pre-
seriplion drugs within their
lifetime and 27 percent had
wilhin the previous year, ac-
cording to aconsultation the
U.S. Department of Ilealth
and ITuman Services did in
2014 on prescription drug
abusc in Indian Country.

Somcone from a reser-
vation might also choose to
serve their supervision off
reservation in order to be
closer to things like mental
health care providers and job
scarch services.

Tinding housing and em-
ployment is another chal-

lenge for oftenders. Lots of
reservations have Indian
Ilousing Authority place-
ments, but Trombley said
long lines and criminal re-
cords can make it hard to
secure that housing.

Models for change

Corrections officials point
to a few things going well in
Monlana [or Lribal offenders
that they'd like to see more
of.

On the Flathead Reser-
vation, a re-entry program
coordinated out of the public
defender office helps offend-
ers sceure drivers licenses or
other photo identification.
It connects them with job
hunting assistance, and it
uscs elders as mentors.

T think it is helpful be-
cause as Native Americans,
we arc taught to respeet our
elders)” Trombley said. “So
T think by having guidance
from an elder, it will help a
person be successful”

Officials with the Flat-
head re-entry program have
offered to help other reser-
vations start similar pro-
grams, sharing information
ongranls and otherkey com-
ponents of the program.

““] think every reservation
needs o starl a re-entry
program similar to theirs,”
‘Trombley said.

Billings also has an of-
fender re-entry task force
that officials say iy making
a difference, and has pi-
loted projects to kckstart
job scarching with offend-
ers even before they leave
Pprison.

The State-Tribal Relations
Committee is also studying
Indian student achievement,
cconomic development in
Indian Country and health
care for American Indians.



ANational data is lacking

AIn Montana, Native American treatment court
successful completion rates are 32.2% less t
other participants

AWhy?
d Lack of cultural awareness
d Lack of treatment options
d Social and geographic isolation
d Lack of transportation
d Lack of housing
0 Lack of employment
0 Lack of care
d Inaccessible health care




AAdhere to NADCP Ten Key Components
of Treatment Courts and Best Practice
Standards

Alnvolve Native American Participants in
Creating the Program “

AMERICAN [NDXIAN
RESERVATIONS

-\."!..,"._“ -:;__:_:_5

AEngage Communrty Treatment Providers™"" #a

Options and Support Groups

Alntegrate Native American Culture and
Traditions



A Focus Group of Native American Participants and
Community Members

A Phase Names

A Graduation Certificates

A Prosocial Activities

A Cultural Treatment Activities
A Graduation Ceremony

A Monitor Feedback
0 Cultural Speakers

o Plan Pow Wow

d Historical Education
d Tribal Differences

d Traditional Outings
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